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Criminalization in Neoliberal Societies. A Feminist Analysis

Abstract: The essay dialogues with Tamar Pitch’s book Il malinteso della vittima and her feminist
analysis of the processes of criminalization at work in neoliberal societies. It highlights how these are
a powerful tool for the construction and consolidation of social hierarchies and should therefore be
analyzed in the context of the attack launched on the European model of the constitutional State that
arose in the second half of the twentieth century. In this crisis, a part of feminism has chosen a
“punitive” path. Critical legal theories, critical criminology and that part of feminism that rejects this
perspective can instead contribute not only to detecting but also to confronting the ongoing process,
which aims at “undoing the demos”.
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