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Abstract: Biobanks constitute a resource of primary importance in the development of 

diagnostic and therapeutic tools and represent the essential information platform for 

the advancement of personalized medicine, of great interest for diseases which are 

currently difficult to treat. In order to obtain this, the biobank needs to act as a third 

party to donors, funders and researchers themselves through the definition and adoption 

of a system of rules and warranty measures. In particular, the implementation of 

measures for lawful data processing associated with samples and for the protection of 

the rights and freedoms of donors, is the main conceptual and organizational issue in 

the management of a biobank. The article offers an analysis of informed consent as an 

ethical and legal instrument that is preparatory to any model of governance of a 

biobank. 
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