POLITEIA

Centro perlaricerca
e laformazione in politica ed etica

Workshop on

Social Choice and Happiness

Milano, 23 febbraio 2017, ore 14:30 — 16:00, Biblioteca di Politeia
c/o Universita degli Studi di Milano, via Festa del Perdono 7, Milano

“The proposition that interpersonal
comparisons of utility are impossible has been
part and parcel of mainstream economics for
almost a century. These days, the proposition is
invoked inter alia in arguments against
happiness-based measures of well-being,
which often average happiness scores across
populations in an effort to represent social
welfare. In this talk, | will argue that
interpersonal comparisons of utility are in fact
implicit in most traditional economic social
welfare measures as well; if such comparisons
are problematic, then, the problem is not
unique to  happiness-based = measures.
Fortunately, however, | will argue but that the proposition is a piece of zombie methodology: a
methodological prescription that should have been dead and buried a long time ago. Social welfare
measures have many problems, but interpersonal comparisons isn’t one.”

Program

14:30 Chair: Francesco Guala (Universita degli Studi di Milano; CSSA)

Speaker: Erik Angner (Stockholm University)
There is no problem of interpersonal comparisons

15:30 Q&A

La partecipazione ¢ libera fino ad esaurimento posti e previa iscrizione al seguente indirizzo:
info@politeia-centrostudi.org

Informazioni: Politeia (www.politeia-centrostudi.org), tel.:02 50313016; e-mail: info@politeia-
centrostudi.org
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